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to four months.1 There is, of course, much under-
employment at other times* It would be safe to
say that this labour force is unemployed through
one-third of every year.2 Mr. Brailsford writing
on the economic condition of India says:
"All told, we reckoned that it costs the labour
of one man for forty days .to raise one acre
of wheat. I should have distrusted this
incredible calculation, had I not afterwards
found the same total in an official publication.
I began with this figure to probe the secret
of India's poverty. She must waste her
man-power by spending forty days to attain
a result which a modern farmer would
achieve in as many hours. ' That's the first
reflection, but the thought which follows
is still more disconcerting. These peasants
would gain nothing save leisure, if they
could be presented with modern machines;
their holdings range from five to ten acres,
and they have nothing else to occupy their
time if they should have to economise it.
Trudging through these fields, the baffling
1 The Linlifhgow TLeport of the Royal Commission on Agricul-
tiirey p. 566.
2 H. N. Brailsfotd, op. cit., p. 152.